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Many Thanks to our
volunteers who have made

this event possible!
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Emily Bender, Charles Lacy, Kacie Amstutz



4:00 - 5:00      Cocktail Hour
Live Music by Arc Tangent Trio
Open Bar and Hors D’oeuvres

Welcome and 30  Anniversary Videoth

BRLC Remarks
Welcome and Remarks from David Perry,
Executive Director and Emily Bender,
Assistant Director
Remarks from Janet Scheid, Board
President

Dinner Buffet

Keynote Presentation 
The Honorable & Mrs. William H. Frist, MD

Presentation of Lifetime Achievement Award

Program



Cocktail Hour 
Crostini w/Herb Boursan, Tomato Bruschetta, Basil & Balsamic Glaze 

Petite Cups of Creole Shimp Salad, Fresh Dill & Capers
Select Cheeses & Charcuterie, Fruits, Spiced Nuts, Elderberry Jam Brie 

Pistachio Hot Honey Cheve’, Citrus Marinated Olives, Cracker Crisps
Mediterranean Hummus Board w/Fresh Veg Spears & Pita Wedges 

 
Dinner Buffet 

Vegan entrees available upon request
Spring Salad Greens w/Arugula, Radish, English Cucumber, Pepitas, Beet Crisps, Herbed Croutons,

Shaved Parmesan Cider Dijon Vinaigrette & Goddess Ranch 
 

Mediterranean Chicken Marabella 
Roasted Pork Tenderloin Gala Apple & Caramelized Onion Sauce 

Vegan Ratatouille Zucchinni Boats
Baby Potatoes w/Italian Parsley Butter & Leeks 

Florentine Cheese Tortellini w/Sundried Tomatoes 
Southern Comfort Corn Pudding w/Poblano & Pimento Peppers 

Griddled & Roasted Spring Vegetables
Herbed Mozzarella Flatbread & Petite Cheddar Chive Corn Muffins 

Petite Sweet Tier - Coconut Macaroons w/Candied Citrus, Pecan Layer Bars, Chocolate Espresso
Tortettes & Lemon Strawberry Cheesecake Cups

the menu
Thank you to our caterer Chanticleer Catering!



Keynote Speakers

​Senator Bill Frist, MD, is a heart and lung transplant surgeon and
former U.S. Senate Majority Leader. Representing Tennessee in
the United States Senate from 1995 to 2007, he now serves as
Global Board Chair of The Nature Conservancy, the world’s
largest conservation organization.

Tracy Frist is an educator, businesswoman, conservationist, and
storyteller dedicated to advancing literacy, cultural awareness,
historic preservation, and human-animal relationships.
​She is Founder, Owner and Operator at The Farm at Sinking
Creek in Craig County.

To join Senator Frist’s mailing list or read his recent publications,
please scan the QR Code below. 



Dr. M. Rupert Cutler
A Lifetime Achievement Award

Dr. M. Rupert Cutler, the first executive director of Blue Ridge Land Conservancy from 1997- 1999, will
receive a lifetime achievement award. Dr. Cutler has also served as a member of the board of trustees of
the Virginia Outdoors Foundation, the board of the Western Virginia Water Authority, and the Roanoke City
Council. He also served as executive director of Explore Park from 1991-1997. A Detroit native, he previously
served in the Carter administration and also worked for such organizations as the Wilderness Society, the
National Audubon Society, and Defenders of Wildlife. Rupert has left his mark on conservation in the
region, most notably at the City of Roanoke’s two marquee parks: Mill Mountain and Carvins Cove. A
tireless advocate of permanent protection of both parks, his dreams came to fruition as the Roanoke City
Council placed conservation easements on both parks.

Introducing the 
Dr. M. Rupert Cutler

Conservation Library

Selected titles from the Dr. M. Rupert Cutler Conservation Library

If you have had a conversation with Rupert or seen his home library you
know his love of books runs deep. We are so excited to honor him with the

Dr. M. Rupert Cutler Conservation Library. This library will be open to the
public and live in the Inhorn-Petzold Community Room at the Lemon
House. We’d like to extend our thanks to Bill Hunley for his execllent

selection of titles and to Tim Harvey for building the library shelves with
reclaimed cherry wood provided by Kate Glass. 



Looking for the Auction?

We’re going to Ecuador, and you can too!

For more information, or to reserve your seat
scan the QR Code or visit our website. 

Hikes are comparable to Roaring Run, The Cascades, Reed
Mountain, or Bottom Creek Gorge. The  hardest hike is ~1/2 mile
but is steep with good footing. The general pace of the tour is
medium to high. 

Activities include visits to historical centers, natural science
museum, artisan markets, indigenous games, pottery workshops,
medicinal plant walks, birding, traditional foods, yoga, hot
springs, art galleries, sunsets on the beach, and much, much
more! 

The cost is $4,450 plus airfare, and the trip is limited to 18
participants. A portion of your registration costs will be a tax
deductible gift to the Blue Ridge Land Conservancy. A payment
plan will be announced shortly. 

The trip will be lead by  Dr. Renee Godard, Hollins Biology
Professor. Beginning in 2023, Renee has taken Hollins University
students every January to explore the rich biological and cultural
diversity of Ecuador. The students also engage in studies
exploring bird and insect (moths and leaf cutter ants) biology.
Folks signed up for this trip will have the chance to join a
reading group led by Renee which will give us the chance to be
informed travelers, ready to maximize our experiences.







Thanks to OurThanks to Our  Thanks to Our 



2026 Sponsors!2026 Sponsors!





Over thirty-five years of experience in
handling conservation easements, rural

lands, limited liability company
formation, and estate planning matters.

Stephen W. Lemon
Martin, Hopkins & Lemon, PC

540-982-1000 ext. 225
swlemon@martinhopkinsandlemon.com

 

Congratulations to the Blue
Ridge Land Conservancy on 30

years of protecting farms,
viewsheds and the natural beauty

of our part of the world.



Good.

Local.

Food.





Blue Ridge Beverage
Brugh’s Mill Country Store

Additional thanks to



Many thanks to our

board members

 from 1996 - 2026
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AND TO ANYONE WE MISSED…

Our apologies, and our thanks!
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Want to get your feet wet in theWant to get your feet wet in theWant to get your feet wet in the
world of conservation?world of conservation?world of conservation?

Become aBecome aBecome a
stewardshipstewardshipstewardship
VolunteerVolunteerVolunteer

Want to get your feet wet in the
world of conservation?

Become a
stewardship
Volunteer

How could I not enjoy volunteering with BRLC? The people
who work there are inspiring, knowledgeable, and fun to be
around. They care deeply about the land and about the
amazing work they’re accomplishing. I get to accompany
them in monitoring conservation easements, and I always
learn something new about our beautiful Virginia.
Seeing the properties makes me respect the landowners
who choose to conserve the land, and respect the thoughtful
work that goes into creating a conservation easement. We
are lucky to have BRLC! 

- Jan Lanier, BRLC Stewardship Volunteer

To sign up email Stewardship Manager

Kacie Amstutz at kamstutz@brlcva.org



YOU’RE INVITED!

Bald Eagle Island Canoe Trip
Saturday, June 6, 2026

8:30 AM - 1 PM
Monacan Park, Amherst Co, VA

For all members of your local land conservancy’s “Friends” Giving Circle and up! RSVP to Tina at
tbadger@brlcva.org or (540) 985-0000 ext. 3 by June 3. Be sure to tell her if you have a canoe,
paddles and life jackets for your group--we have a limited number to loan. Space is limited, so RSVP
now!

This is a flatwater, out-and-back paddle totaling 4 miles. Snacks provided. Bring sunscreen and bug
repellant and dress for the weather! (Trip is weather-permitting!)
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