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Franklin County Farm

BY EMILY BENDER

A the state house in Richmond and on the Farm

in Franklin County Sen. Scott Surovell believes in
Conservation. Sen. Surovell didn't want to see his family land
turned into a subdivision, he decided to work with the Blue
Ridge Land Conservancy (BRLC) to make his vision for the
property areality. Surovell received a 95% rating by the League
of Conservation Voters in 2024.

Placing his Franklin County land into a conservation easement
held by BRLC means that this property will be permanently

protected and will remain as farm and forest land.

Senator Surovell says “This land has been in my family for over
100 years and as development pressure from Roanoke and
Smith Mountain Lake continue to create pressure to subdivide
and construct homes on the property I wanted to ensure

that it remained open space forever for my family and the

community.’

www.brlcva.org

Senator Scott Surovell Conserves
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Surovell's land offers a stunning view of the Peaks of Otter,
protects over a mile of Roanoke River and Smith Mountain
lake tributaries as well as working farm land. “We were excited
to work with Sen. Surovell to protect this land, it really offers
something for everyone,” said Blue Ridge Land Conservancy
Assistant Director Emily Bender. “Not only is this easement
protecting farmland it also protects several streams that are
tributaries of Smith Mountain Lake, protecting drinking water
for nearby localities.”

The easement will allow the property to continue to be farmed,
as well as used by the family as their home and for recreation.

The Blue Ridge Land Conservancy has been saving land

in Franklin, Floyd, Craig, Botetourt, Bedford, Roanoke and
Montgomery counties since its founding in 1996. A non-profit
charity, the Conservancy relies on the support of financial
donors to help our rural landowners save their land. For more

information, visit brlcva.org.



We protect the land and
waters you love, forever.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

News Blues

It’s hard to make the news these days!

(Unless you're trying to stay out of the news. . .then you may feel

differently.)

But like most local nonprofits, we have a lot of good stories to tell. “Back in the day,” a
phrase I use more and more as I get older, our local newspapers were eager to cover
anything and everything. We all know our newspapers are in a vicious downward cycle,
tueled by corporate buyouts, in which cuts to the newsroom mandated from the home
ofhce lead to a reduction in readership. And a loss in readership leads to less revenue,
which leads to more cuts mandated by the home office, and so on.

So it was a pleasant surprise when a reporter from The Roanoke Times texted me, looking
to do a story on the newly conserved land on Naff Road in Franklin County owned by
Paul and Barbara James. (Look for a feature on these folks’ wonderful gift in a future issue
of Land Savers.)

Not only did the story run in The Roanoke Times, but it ran in the Lynchburg News ¢
Advance, the Martinsville Bulletin and the Franklin News-Post as well. People noticed and
filled up our inboxes with congratulations on conserving a beautiful forested tract in the
shadow of Cahas Mountain.

The problem is, it sort of made the James’ gift seem uncommon, as if these things don’t

happen often.

The truth is, your local land conservancies, between our Roanoke, Lynchburg and
Danville branches, conserve about a dozen properties a year. And honestly, theyre all
really cool. Theyre beautiful and full of plants and animals, or are working farms or
forests, some with stunning views, others with icy cold creeks or flowing streams, but all
important and newsworthy.

So this is my ask of you—in the absence of news, don't assume nothing is happening,

We do our best to share the successes you make possible on social media and in this
newsletter. Land conservation is happening all the time, every day, not just when you
read about it in the paper.

To The Roanoke Times—hey, we get it. Times are tough, and we truly appreciate the
coverage.

And to the alternative news sources that have emerged, such as Cardinal News and The
Roanoke Rambler: we appreciate you all, too. You've covered land conservation well.
Please continue to do so!

At any rate, it’s nice to get your picture in the paper for good reasons, and not in the police
roundup. We're not complaining!

To read The Roanoke Times story in the Times or any of its sister publications, just Google
‘Paul James Blue Ridge Land Conservancy.”

N

David Perry
Executive Director



Cornerstone
2025 Wrap Up

April 5,2025, gave us a beautiful, albeit a bit warm, spring day to
gather together for Central Virginia Land Conservancy’s third annual
Cornerstone Celebration at Sweetbriar. Everyone was grateful for the
air conditioning, cold sweet tea (a staple in these parts!), and other
refreshing drinks! Our guests enjoyed music from the Porch Dogs
and food by Meriwether-Godsey while celebrating a banner year in
conservation in Central Virginia.

The highlight of the evening was our 2025 Cornerstone Award
recipient, State Senator Creigh Deeds. Guests truly enjoyed his wit
and wisdom as CVALC board member Susan McSwain interviewed
him, focusing on his childhood in Bath County and his passion for
protecting land in Virginia as an adult.

Wed like to give a big thanks to John and Bikes Unlimited for their
partnership in our E-bike raffle. We will have an update on the winner
as soon as they are able to arrange a time to visit

Bikes Unlimited! Thank you to all of our sponsors and supporters
who came out to enjoy the evening. Without your support,t we could
not save the land and waters we all love in Central Virginia!

For photos of the event please go to our website:
www.cvalc.org/cornerstonecelebration.html
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STAFF CHANGES

KYLE SIMPSON, Program Manager
for Central Virginia Land Conservancy, is
saying goodbye again, and we are sad to see
him go. But we are happy to know Kyle will
be following his passion for conservation and
education as Executive Director at Camp
Kumbaya in Lynchburg. Thank you for all the
hard work you have done to grow CVALC!

Stay tuned for a job vacancy announcement.

CHRIS HOLDREN, Program
Manager  for  Southern  Virginia  Land
Conservancy, was recently promoted to full-time.
We are excited to see what Chris will be doing

to grow southern Virginia land conservation

and get the word out about our work in that

region. If you are interested in land conservation Staff at farewell lunch for Kyle. L-R: Dave, Chris, Tina, Kacie, Emily, Kyle

in our Southern region, reach out to Chris at

276.224.6489 or choldren@svalc.org

E-BIKE RAFFLE! . o

Ride Bikes &
Save Land . TIREIKC

RIDE BIKES - HAVE FUN - FEEL GOOD

Raffle Package Includes:
TREK FX+ 2 LT E-Bike
Kuat V2 2-Bike Rack
$100 TREK Credit for a Helmet

ONLY
300 Tickets

« Waterbottle Cage ’ _
e Electra Bell _ v Available
A Retail Value of $2,429.98! RV = $40/Ticket

OR a TREK Credit of $2,000 towards the bike of your choice
Raffle winner announced 9/21/2025

Thank you to TREK for their
support of the BRLC!




