RESOLUTION REGARDING PROPOSED REZONING IN ELLISTON, VIRGINIA

At the meeting of the executive committee of the Blue Ridge Land Conservancy, on September
16, 2026, the following resolution was proposed and approved:

WHEREAS, the mission of the Blue Ridge Land Conservancy is “We protect the lands and
waters you love, forever”;

WHEREAS, the Blue Ridge Land Conservancy has worked to protect Montgomery County’s
farm and forest land since the Conservancy’s founding in 1996;

WHEREAS, the Blue Ridge Land Conservancy currently protects several properties with
conservation easements in Montgomery County: one in the Ellett community, another at
McDonald’s Mill, and a third in eastern Montgomery County at the foot of Fort Lewis Mountain;

WHEREAS, Fotheringay, LLC, has requested approval to rezone multiple parcels or portions
thereof, in Elliston, Virginia, totaling approximately 263.5 acres to Planned Unit Development—
Residential from its current zoning of Agricultural;

WHEREAS, said rezoning would permit 349 homes on the rezoned parcels;

WHEREAS, the “Elliston Straightaway” in Montgomery County, Virginia, is widely regarded as
one of the most scenic and historic valleys, not only in Montgomery County, but in the
Commonwealth of Virginia;

WHEREAS, the Fotheringay home in Elliston is listed on both the Virginia Landmarks Register
and the National Register of Historic Places;

WHEREAS, three landowners have donated open-space easements on a total of nearly 1,300
acres of land in the Elliston Straightaway to the Virginia Outdoors Foundation to protect the
valley’s agricultural and natural resources;

WHEREAS, agriculture is Virginia’s #1 private industry, and most of the open land in the
Elliston Straightaway is identified as “high suitability” for agriculture in the Virginia Department
of Conservation and Recreation’s Agricultural Model;

WHEREAS, Montgomery County lost 61 farms and more than 16,500 acres of farmland
between 2017 and 2022, according to the US Department of Agriculture 2022 Census of
Agriculture;

WHEREAS, Elliston, Virginia, is a census-designated place and rural village with a population
of 855 according to the 2020 US Census;

WHEREAS, the addition of 349 homes to Elliston would potentially double the population of
Elliston and destroy its rural character;

WHEREAS, the Montgomery County comprehensive plan, Montgomery Matters, effective July
1, 2026, states that "Elliston-Lafayette should continue to serve as a rural village center for
eastern Montgomery County: a connected place where local history, farms, natural resources,



small businesses, public services, parks, and community institutions support daily life for nearby
residents";

WHEREAS, the comprehensive plan states a goal of reinvesting in the existing Elliston village
center "while protecting the rural landscape that gives the area its identity";

WHEREAS, the comprehensive plan further states of Elliston, “Residents did not ask for generic
growth. They asked for growth that helps the community survive and thrive without becoming a
bedroom community. The plan should support local businesses, historic tourism, agritourism,
recreation, and carefully located housing while protecting farmland, historic homes, the river
corridor, and the scenic valley setting”;

WHEREAS, the proposed rezoning does not comply with any of these goals stated in the
comprehensive plan, and would in fact create a bedroom community for the Roanoke/Salem and
Blacksburg/Christiansburg areas, without benefit of any of the shopping, medical or other
amenities and services required for such a community;

WHEREAS, the addition of 349 dwellings and associated roads, parking areas, curbs and
sidewalks in Elliston would greatly increase runoff into the nearby Roanoke River, which runoff
is frequently contaminated with pet waste and associated bacteria, as well as gasoline, oil, and
chemicals such as insecticides and herbicides;

WHEREAS, the Roanoke River is already considered "impaired" by the Virginia Department of
Environmental Quality due to bacterial contamination, and further pollution would threaten
drinking water supplies downstream as well as the several endangered species that live in the
upper Roanoke River;

BE IT RESOLVED THAT the Blue Ridge Land Conservancy requests the following of the
Montgomery County Board of Supervisors:

THAT it deny Fotheringay, LLC’s request to rezone multiple parcels or portions thereof, in
Elliston, Virginia, totaling approximately 263.5 acres to Planned Unit Development—Residential
from its current zoning of Agricultural;

AND FURTHER, that it follow and abide by its recently-approved comprehensive plan.
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David A. Hurt
President of the Board




