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A t the land conservancy, we often share wonderful, moving   	
    stories of new easements and the landowners that own 

the properties, but do you ever wonder what happens after an 
easement is completed? Is that the end of our role? Do the acres 
of farms and forests just become statistics in our files? Not at all! 

Our stewardship manager, Kacie Amstutz, shared a bit about 
our approach to stewardship and why it is an important part 
of what we do. An important part of conservation work comes 
after an easement is completed. Stewardship is crucial to 
conservation, and it is a shared duty between our staff and the 
landowners, who Kacie says are the true partners in stewardship. 

When a landowner donates an easement to Blue Ridge, 
Central, or Southern Virginia Land Conservancy, the easement 
represents a permanent commitment to protect land through 
agreements between the landowner and the land conservancy. 
One of the biggest pieces in our stewardship program is the 
annual monitoring of each easement. “Monitoring is how we 

keep our promises to conservation,” says Kacie. “Monitoring 
helps us catch potential issues early, document the condition of 
the land over time, and continue building strong relationships 
with the landowners who make conservation possible.” 

What happens on a monitoring visit? Kacie’s first step is to 
review the easement terms, maps, and any previous notes 
before heading to the property with a volunteer. During the 
monitoring visit, they will either walk the property or use a 
drone to view it from above with a focus on making sure the 
conservation values – things like forested land, wildlife habitat, 
water resources, and scenic views – that made the land worth 
protecting remain consistent. They look for changes from the 
last monitoring visit and touch base with the landowner about 
goals and plans they have for the property. 

Stewardship is a lot of hard work, and site visits can be fraught 
with tough terrain, bad weather, ticks, chiggers, and equipment 
issues, but Kacie likes to focus on the positive aspects: getting 
to know the people and the land, seeing beautiful spaces 
conserved, and landowners sharing their stories about their 
connection to the land. Kacie reminds us that “because of 
these protected spaces, we have clean water, clean air, vital food 
sources, healthy wildlife habitats, and places where we can 
connect with nature.”

By Tina Badger
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Because of these protected 
spaces, we have clean water, 
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healthy wildlife habitats, and 
places where we can connect 
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We protect the lands and 
waters you love, forever.
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M E M B E R  O F :

Fall is a busy time around here, mostly because most of the staff 
is involved with finishing up conservation projects before the 
end of the year. In a stroke of genius and probably hubris and 
self-delusion, last year we decided to move the Blue Ridge Land 
Conservancy’s Conservation Celebration from the fall to the 
spring, when things are less busy.

When things are less busy.
(They’re so cute when they’re young and naïve, aren’t they?)

Friends, things are anything but less busy. 

First of all, our Lynchburg branch, the Central Virginia Land Conservancy, has its 
Cornerstone Celebration on March 21. And it’s growing by leaps and bounds, and 
taking a lot of time to plan (a good problem to have).

The Danville branch, the Southern Virginia Land Conservancy, has a landowner 
workshop with two other partners in Pittsylvania County in late February.

The Blue Ridge Land Conservancy’s newly rescheduled Conservation Celebration 
just happens to be its 30th birthday party, complete with two world-class 
guest speakers and a lifetime achievement presentation to a giant in the field of 
conservation.

We have four Giving Circle events between April and June, which include a guided 
walk through a stunning rhododendron garden on a conserved property in Franklin 
County, a talk on Hurricane Helene at Hollins University, a VIP tour of the historic 
Monterey home in Roanoke, and a canoe trip to our Bald Eagle Island preserve in 
Amherst County.

We’re hosting three stops on the Wild & Scenic film festival 2026 tour, including 
showings at the Academy Center Warehouse Theatre in Lynchburg, the Grandin 
Theatre in Roanoke, and Averett University in Danville.

And amidst all that, we are still finding time to save land, which is the point of 
all of it. Projects both big and small, both behind the scenes and very public. Long 
shots and sure things. First visits with new landowners and annual monitoring trips to 
properties conserved for decades. 

Come be busy with us. There’s a lot of fun stuff happening, and a lot of it is free, our 
way of saying thanks for supporting land conservation. See you out there!

 

David Perry
Executive Director
  

FROM THE DIRECTOR



WE HOPE YOU’LL JOIN US TO CELEBRATE 
30 YEARS OF LAND CONSERVATION WITH THE 

BLUE RIDGE LAND CONSERVANCY!

OUR SPEAKERS
The Honorable and Mrs. William H. Frist, MD

Senator Bill Frist, MD serves as Global Board Chair
of The Nature Conservancy, the world’s largest
conservation organization. He was the US Senate
Majority Leader from 1995-2007.

Tracy Frist owns and operates The Farm at Sinking
Creek in Craig County. She is an educator,
businesswoman, conservationist, and storyteller.

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

Dr. Rupert Cutler, the first executive director of
Blue Ridge Land Conservancy from 1997- 1999, will
receive a lifetime achievement award. Dr. Cutler
has also served as a member of the board of
trustees of the Virginia Outdoors Foundation, the
board of the Western Virginia Water Authority, and
the Roanoke City Council.

Dr. M. Rupert Cutler

May 17, 2026 at Braeloch, Vinton VA
Cocktail Hour 4-5PM

Event 5-8PM

Buy your ticket online at
brlcva.org/celebration

or by calling Tina Badger at
540-985-0000 x 3

Buy your ticket online at
brlcva.org/celebration

or by calling Tina Badger at
540-985-0000 x 3

https://brlcva.org/celebrationor
https://brlcva.org/celebrationor


The 2026 Cornerstone Celebration is just over the horizon, and the excitement is heating up. This year’s event features a 
buffet dinner (chicken, fish, and vegan-friendly option), beer and wine, live music, a live auction, raffle table, and guest 

speakers. Doug Coleman of The Nature Foundation at Wintergreen is the recipient of our 2026 Cornerstone Award. Don’t 
miss out on one of the best environmental events of the year in the Central Virginia region! 

Admission is $60 per person. Children 12 and under are free. To RSVP, go online at www.cvalc.org/cornerstonecelebration, 
or call Tina Badger at 540-985-0000 ext. 3.

By charles c. lacy, jr.

R E P O R T S  F R O M  T H E  F I E L D

https://www.cvalc.org/cornerstonecelebration


The end of the year is always a rush of work and excitement, and easements recording, so 
we tend to be pretty quiet online and in the office. In the middle of making sure that all 

of the paperwork is done correctly, it’s hard to remember to stop and take the time to publicly 
thank the landowners who are conserving our landscapes in perpetuity. So, this is my belated 
thank you. I am so grateful to all of the landowners who trust BRLC to be a partner in the 
long-term stewardship of their land and for their tremendous commitment to conservation. 
An easement is truly a tremendous undertaking, most of the projects take a year to complete 
once the land trust gets involved and I know most landowners consider an easement for 
years (or even decades!) before they call us. And that’s just the start! The hard work of land 
conservation begins when all the red tape is dealt with, and the easement is officially recorded 
in the courthouse. Perpetual stewardship (see cover story) is where the rubber meets the road 
– where streams are kept clean, farms working and forests healthy, and that extends far beyond 
the agreement on paper. 

To all the landowners who have donated an easement, are considering what an easement 
would mean for their family, or are in the process of working with their local land trust, 
THANK YOU. Your thoughtful stewardship, and steps towards long term conservation mean 
that we will have farms, forests, and beautiful scenic areas for generations to come. Because 
someone like you cared a whole awful lot – things are going to stay a little bit better for us all.

   

By EMILY BENDER

As we welcome spring, we’re excited to share updates and upcoming opportunities for 
   our landowner community. This season promises to be a busy and productive time for 

stewardship and collaboration. We are organizing a series of landowner workshops this spring 
throughout our service region to discuss ongoing projects, address questions concerning 
land conservation, and hopefully foster connections with landowners and potential new 
easement donors.  Our work to protect and preserve our landscapes continues with several 
new conservation easements currently in the works. We appreciate the dedication of those 
landowners who are actively participating in these agreements, and we look forward to 
celebrating new conserved properties together. Thank you for your continued commitment 
to land stewardship. We look forward to seeing you at our upcoming meetings and working 
together throughout the year. 

By chris holdren
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Stay tuned to:
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* Land Savers newsletter

for tickets and more information!
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LOCAL LAND CONSERVANCY! 
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RHODODENDRON RAMBLE 
April 26 | Paul James farm in Franklin County 

Join us for a guided hike as we take in the blooms and beauty of 
Rhododendrons. Light hors d’oeuvres and beverages included. 

For Supporters Giving Circle members and up ($365 to $999)

HURRICANE HELENE TALK 
May 7 |  Hollins University 

Andrew Downs, executive director of the New River Conservancy, will speak on the 
devastating impact of 2024’s Hurricane Helene on the New River watershed, and 
efforts to clean up the damage. Heavy hors d’oeuvres and beverages included.
For Benefactors Giving Circle members and up ($1,000 to $2,499)

TOUR OF HISTORIC MONTEREY 
May 31 |  Roanoke 

Owners Richard and Kristy Kegley will open their Greek Revival style home, which 
is on the National Historic Register and protected with historic preservation and 
conservation easements. Heavy hors d’oeuvres and beverages included. 
For Patrons Giving Circle members ($2,500 and above)

CANOE TRIP TO BALD EAGLE ISLAND 
June 6 |  Amherst County 

Enjoy a flatwater paddle on the James River from Monacan Park to Bald Eagle Island, 
owned by the Central Virginia Land Conservancy. Snacks will be provided, and all are 
welcome to join us at the famous Woodruff’s Café and Pie Shop afterwards 
For the Friends Giving Circle ($1 to $364) and up

We have a great slate of  FREE Giving Circle events 
for donors this spring! Look for an invitation in the 
mail with complete details for one or more events, 

depending on which Giving Circle you’re in.

Spring Giving Circle events  
are heading your way!giving

   circle



For a trip report
from Dr. Godard’s 
2026 Hollins trip

visit:

Registration is
open. Secure your

spot here:

Ecuador

2027 
Ecuador

2027 

The Blue Ridge Land Conservancy is
sponsoring an amazing trip to Ecuador

from August 8-22, 2027! Experience “The
Land of Four Worlds” as you explore the
country that loves life from the Andes to
the Amazon rainforest. Take in beautiful

landscapes, add new lifetime birds to your
Merlin list, enjoy new dining experiences,

learn about the culture of Ecuador, and so
much more! 

Thanks to Dr. Renee Godard of Hollins
University and Alex Bentley of eco tour

agency Waska Amazonia for leading our
trip! 
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