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Bearing With the Bears

BY ROSE HARVEY

For the past 13 years, Garet and Martha Bosiger have been

the stewards of a large property on Little Falling River in
Appomattox County. This summer, the two protected their land
with a conservation easement with the Central Virginia Land
Conservancy to save the land from development and to gain
financial incentives for the stewardship that they are already doing.

On a preliminary visit to the property, Garet drove CVALC staff
through his 500 acres in a weathered old John Deere Gator. As we
bounced along forest roads, I was impressed by the rich mosaic of
habitats and ecological diversity. Open fields, pine savannah, and
riparian forests provided habitats for wildlife such as turtles, quail,
deer, and more.

For the Bosigers, the main motivation for conservation is protecting
wildlife, primarily for hunting. Throughout the visit, Garet spoke
proudly of the large riparian protection zones he has fostered.

In one such area, lush with native vegetation and birdsong, we
stumbled upon a box turtle lounging in the leaf litter.

Garet has implemented a 3-year burn rotation on his pine
plantation. This clears dense brush from the understory which
provides space for wildlife to roam and creates the conditions many
native plants need to grow. He has also enhanced the biodiversity
on his property by planting several acres of pollinator plants,
encouraging native insects and improving the available forage.

Although the land is managed primarily for game species, deer
and quail are not the only benefactors of the Bosigers’ work. For
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Some
moments
are too
precious
to miss.
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Martha, her favorite memory of wildlife on their land is
Bella the bear.

One morning, Garet received a call from a friend who
had been hunting on their property. The friend thought
he had seen an escapee cow in the woods, where a

cow should not have been. Curious, Garet went to
investigate, only to discover the alleged cow was a
sleeping mama black bear with cubs.

After the initial shock wore off, the couple contacted
the game department. Martha then went to check their
granddaughter, Ruby, out of school, because some
moments are too precious to miss.
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FROM THE DIRECTOR

I'd like to give you the detailed history of how we started aland

conservancy in Southern Virginia where there was none:

We’re suckers.

Yep, it’s true. The kind of people who pick up a turtle and help it cross the road.

It all began with a few phone calls a couple of years before the pandemic. Would
you consider doing some work in Pittsylvania County? How about Mecklenburg?

Yes. Of course. Even though we had a staff of only two or three and were in the
midst of merging the Blue Ridge and Central Virginia Land Conservancies
together, wed be happy to.

That's because you usually only get one shot to save land. Farmers will tell you
if you've been eyeing your neighbor’s land, and it comes up for sale, you'd better
scrape together enough nickels to make an offer. It will probably never come up

for sale again in your lifetime.
So it is with land conservation. Get it while you can, or forever say, “What if ?”

After doing eight or ten conservation projects and discovering places like
Republican Grove, Brosville, Climax, Tight Squeeze and others, we decided
that if we were going to do this thing, we were going to do it right: locally-based.

Community—driven. No more driving down from Roanoke an hour or two or more.

Nope. We got us alogo and a website (which is 99 percent of being official), hired
a guy from Keeling part-time to be our man on the ground, and the rest is history.
Well, history and a lot of hard work, miles driven, conversations held on the front

porch and across the hood of a pickup truck, and so on.

But were awfully proud of Chris Holdren, our newly full-time Southern Virginia
Program Manager, as well as the Southern Virginia Advisory Committee, the group

of volunteers who help make the magic happen between Stuart and South Boston.

So come on out and help us and them celebrate saving land in Southern Virginia
on Nov. 1 at their first Conservation Celebration at Sutherlin Barn in Halifax
County. It's a good cause, and it'll be fun. And we're suckers for a party..

Lot forrs—

David Perry
Executive Director



REPORTS FROM THE FIELD

CENTRAL VIRGINIA LAND CONSERVANCY

BY CHARLES C. LACY, JR.

Being the ‘new guy” ina
workplace can be tough. Once
the onboarding stuffis out of the
way, there are new procedures to
learn, people to meet, and names
to remember. You have to ask
enough questions to learn your
job, but not so many it becomes
annoying. You might not get the

inside joke Steve told at the water

cooler, but you laugh because

youTe not a square and you want Steve to like you. Sound familiar?

Well, I am so grateful that being the “new guy” at CVALC has
been just the opposite of the standard. I have been moved by

the kindness and hospitality shown by our team, board, and
volunteers, and feel privileged to be a part of this forward-thinking

organization.

I have done my best to hit the ground running in my new position

as Program Manager. In addition to cultivating relationships with

the people within the organization, I have been working hard to get
to know the easement properties in our region. Monitoring reports
have been a top priority, and there are now only a handful left to

complete for the year.

CVALC has participated in several events this fall. A big thanks

to Shelly Evans for tabling at the “Roots and Reconnection”

festival on September 14th. This annual event is held at Thomas
Jefterson’s Poplar Forest, and celebrates African American history
and culture, honors the enslaved people who lived and worked

on the plantation, and fosters community connections. Our team
of volunteers also staffed a booth at the Mountain Run Jam on
October Sth and 6th. Located in Sedalia, this progressive music
and arts festival featured three days of hands-on workshops, healing

activities, live music, farm-to-table food, and community.

I'd like to ask everyone to mark their calendar for our Cornerstone
Celebration on Saturday, March 2 1st, 2026. Although we are still
sixmonths out, it is sure to arrive in a hurry. The event is from 4-7
pm and will be held at the University of Lynchburg. More details

to follow.

SOUTHERN VIRGINIA
LAND CONSERVANCY

BY CHRIS HOLDREN

It is my pleasure to announce the inaugural SVALC
Conservation Celebration to be held at the Sutherlin
Barn in Halifax County, VA on Saturday, November
Ist from 1-4 pm. Tam truly looking forward to a
fantastic afternoon filled with food, drinks, music
and friends helping to support what we strive for,
saving land throughout southern Virginia. So come
out, bring a friend, enjoy an afternoon strolling

the grounds, conversing with friends, and become

an integral part of SVALC’s mission to save land

throughout southside Virginia.

The RSVP deadline is Oct. 17. You can either return
your RSVP card if you received an invitation, or for
more information and to purchase tickets online,
visit our website at svalc.organd click on “Events” in

the top menu! All are welcome!

SOUTHERN VIRGINIA LAND CONSERVANCY

INAUGURAL 2025

Colebration
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NOVEMBER 1, 2025
1:00—4:00 PM
SUTHERLIN BARN

Sutherlin, VA




Ecuador ama la vida!

JOIN US IN
ECUADOR!

The Blue Ridge Land
Conservancy is sponsoring an
amazing trip to Ecuador from
August 8-22, 2027! Experience
“The Land of Four Worlds” as
you explore the country that
loves life from the Andes to the
Amazon rainforest. The cost

is just $4,450 per person (not
including airfare), and a portion
of your trip is tax-deductible.

The first informational meeting
will be on Oct 22 at the Lemon
House in Roanoke, or by
Zoom. Registration will open
on November 17 on brlcva.org.

A deposit will be required to
reserve your spots. For more
information, call Emily Bender at
(540) 985-0000 ext. 2 or e-mail
her at ebender@brlcva.org.

peaking of parties—the BRLC Conservation Celebration was a huge success!

On Sunday, September 21, Blue Ridge Land Conservancy celebrated another great . §pace =
: . . . o e —— | limited to just
year of land conservation with our annual Conservation Celebration at the historic Monterey o | e,
Farm in Roanoke. We are grateful to the Kegleys for allowing us to gather at their beautiful : so don’t delay!

home. Guests enjoyed food, drink, and music on the front lawn and house tours of the historic
Monterey house. Landowner Mark Ferguson was our keynote speaker and spoke about the
rewarding process of putting a conservation easement on his family farm. Many thanks to
TREK Bicycle Roanoke for helping with an E-bike raffle for a second year. With your help, we
raised $12,000 to help conserve land with the raffle!

Last, but definitely not least, we extend a heartfelt thanks to our sponsors for making this

event possible, especially title sponsors, Building Specialists!

We hope to see you next year in May of 2026 for our 30th Anniversary Celebration at Braeloch

on Glenburn Farms!



