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Blue Ridge Land Conservancy Opposes Repeal of Roadless Rule in National Forests 

 

The Blue Ridge Land Conservancy has passed a resolution opposing the US Forest Service’s 

proposed repeal of the Roadless Rule. The repeal would open up roadless areas in National 

Forests across the country, including in the George Washington and Jefferson National Forests, 

to road construction, timbering and mining.  

 

In 2001, the US Forest Service implemented the Roadless Area Conservation Rule (now known 

as the Roadless Rule), which would prohibit development and fragmentation of roadless areas 

and thus protect some of the wildest, least disturbed parts of the National Forest System. 

 

However, in June of 2025, US Department of Agriculture Secretary Brooke Rollins announced 

plans to rescind the Roadless Area Conservation Rule.  

 

Public opposition to the announcement has been strong. Polling by Susquehanna Polling and 

Research, Inc., released in February of 2026, showed that by a strong margin of 76% to 13%, 

likely voters support the Roadless Rule regulation. 

 

“Our National Forests are too important to open them up to more industry and development,” 

said Blue Ridge Land Conservancy Executive Director David Perry. “Here in our part of 

Virginia, the Appalachian Trail and Blue Ridge Parkway run through the National Forest. 

Adjoining roadless areas protect the rural setting of these national treasures, which are so 

important to our state’s tourism economy.” 

 

Perry added that building more roads in National Forests would lead to more damaging wildfires. 

 

“We saw what the smoke from Canadian wildfires did to our air quality this past summer,” he 

said. “Most forest fires are started by people, near a road. More roads will mean more fires, more 

difficulty breathing for seniors, children and folks with health issues, and more spoiled views 

from our area’s parks, trails and roads.” 

 

“These lands are our birthright, and Roadless Areas in particular are some of the last, best 

examples of wilderness that we can enjoy here in the eastern United States,” Perry said. 

 

Citizens may comment on the proposed repeal of the Roadless Rule through Oct. 6 here: 

https://www.regulations.gov/commenton/FS-2025-0001-223869. To learn more and read the 

conservancy’s resolution, visit https://www.brlcva.org/roadless-rule.html 

mailto:dperry@brlcva.org
https://www.regulations.gov/commenton/FS-2025-0001-223869


The private, nonprofit Blue Ridge Land Conservancy has been working to protect southwest 

Virginia’s farm and forest land since its founding in 1996. Its mission is “We protect the lands 

and waters you love, forever.” The conservancy protects numerous important properties 

adjoining or in the view of National Forest land, part of the more than 22,000 acres of land on 

nearly 80 properties in the region on which the conservancy has protective legal agreements. For 

more information, visit brlcva.org. 
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